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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN FRASER 

TEXT OF APRIL 13 LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN FRASER TO THE 
SECRETARY FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE I AM WRITING TO EXPRESS SERIOUS CONCERN OVER SOME 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS MADE IN SEOUL THIS WEEK BY RICHARD C. 

HOLBROOKE, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EAST ASIAN AND 
PACIFIC AFFAIRS. 

ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS CONFIRMED BY STATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIALS, MR. HOLBROOKE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH 
CURRENT RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, INDICATED 
PERSONAL PLEASURE OVER BEING ABLE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THAT 
NATION. DISCLOSED THAT HE HAD NOT MENTIONED HUMAN RIGHTS 
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DURING HIS MEETING WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER, AND NOTED 
MERELY THAT THE UNITED STATES 'HAS ALREADY EXPRESSED ITS 
CONCERN ABOUT THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN KOREA.’ 

THESE STATEMENTS RUN DIRECTLY COUNTER TO ASSURANCES MADE TO 
ME RECENTLY BY MR. HOLBROOKE OF SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS 
INITIATIVES TOWARD SOUTH KOREA. THE STATEMENTS ALSO CONTRA- 
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DICT THE SPIRIT AND LETTER OF PRESIDENT CARTER S CAMPAIGN 

RHETORIC. I ACCEPTED THE WORDS OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND 
MR. HOLBROOKE IN GOOD FAITH, IN THE HOPE THAT THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH AT LAST WOULD ADOPT A POLICY OF FIRMNESS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN SOUTH KOREA WHICH I WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPORT. 
INSTEAD, THE RECORD OF THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN INDIS- 
TINGUISHABLE FROM THAT OF PRESIDENTS NIXON AND FORD: 
SECURITY INTERESTS PRECLUDING CUTS IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE; 

AN INCREASE IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE; MINIMIZATION OF CONCERN 
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS; AND OBSEQUIOUS CORDIALITY ABOUT KOREAN- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS. GIVEN THE LOW PRIORITY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
APPARENT IN THESE ACTIONS, THE PROPOSED WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. 
TROOPS ONLY SERVES TO LIMIT MORE SEVERELY THE LEVERAGE 
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH MIGHT EXERCISE, EVEN WITH THE WILL 
TO DO SO. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, I FIND IT EXCEEDING- 
LY DIFFICULT TO ACQUIESCE IN SILENCE. 

I WISH TO CONVEY MY STRONG DESIRE TO MEET WITH YOU AND 
MR. HOLBROOKE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER HIS RETURN SO THAT 
WE MAY DISCUSS THIS MATTER. 

WITH BEST WISHES, I AM SINCERELY YOURS, DONALD M. FRASER, 

UNQUOTE 

VANCE 
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